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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

VENOS, LANUCHA, MCINTYRE WIN SINGLES AND DOUBLES TITLES 
AT BIRMINGHAM NATIONAL WHEELCHAIR TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
(MONTREAL, QC) October 16, 2023 — The Birmingham National Wheelchair Tennis Championships 
wrapped up on Sunday at the Sobeys Atlantic Tennis Centre in Bedford, Nova Scotia, crowning the best 
wheelchair players in the country. Three athletes doubled-up in Bedford, as Thomas Venos, Natalia 
Lanucha, and Mitch McIntyre all won two titles.  
 
The most hotly-contest final was in the women’s open singles where Lanucha defeated Anne-Marie Dolinar 
6-4, 6-2 for the title. It was the fourth consecutive final at the event between the two women. They have 
alternated victories. Lanucha and Dolinar also teamed up to win the women’s doubles, winning both of their 
matches in the round-robin event 6-0, 6-0. It was Lanucha’s fifth consecutive national doubles title, second 
in a row with Dolinar.  
 
In the men’s singles, Venos cruised to his fourth national singles title, dropping just seven games in six 
matches. He won his first four matches 6-0, 6-0 before Shawn Douglas Courchesne pushed him to 6-4 in 
the first set of their championship flight semifinal. Venos beat Jean-Paul Melo 6-0, 6-3 in the final. Teaming 
up with Barry Henderson in the doubles, Venos dropped just two more games in six sets to win his fifth 
consecutive national doubles title. Henderson has been the Alabama-product‘s partner for the last four 
victories. 
 
Mitch McIntyre was the man to beat in the quads division, winning both the singles and doubles titles. 
McIntyre dropped a single game in three matches in the round-robin to win the singles competition. That 
one game he lost was to doubles partner Gary Luker. Luker and McIntyre claimed the doubles title with a 
double-bagel win over Steven Dunn and Hisham Mohammad. The two victories were McIntyre’s first at the 
Birmingham Nationals.  
 
Rounding out the winner’s circle in Bedford was John Chen, who emerged from the three-player field to win 
the junior singles title.   
 
Click here to see all the results of the 2023 Birmingham Nationals. 
 
About Tennis Canada 
Founded in 1890, Tennis Canada is a non-profit, national sport association with a mission to lead the 
growth, development and promotion of tennis in Canada and a vision to be a world-leading tennis nation. 
We value teamwork, passion, integrity, innovation and excellence. Tennis Canada owns and operates the 
premier National Bank Open presented by Rogers WTA and ATP Tour events, four professional ATP and 
ITF sanctioned events and financially supports four other professional tournaments in Canada. Tennis 
Canada operates junior national training centres/programs in Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. Tennis 
Canada is a proud member of the International Tennis Federation, the Canadian Olympic Committee and 
the Canadian Paralympic Committee, and serves to administer, sponsor and select the teams for Davis 
Cup, Billie Jean King Cup, the Olympic and Paralympic Games and all wheelchair, junior and senior 
national teams. Tennis Canada invests its surplus into tennis development. For more information on 

https://tc.tournamentsoftware.com/tournament/9B1A40E9-A3CC-4D18-8921-9424F3369CF5
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Tennis Canada please visit our Web site at: www.tenniscanada.com and follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 
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