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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CANADA SHINES IN A 3-0 VICTORY OVER ROMANIA  
AT THE BILLIE JEAN KING CUP QUALIFIERS 

On Sunday, the squad takes on Japan for a spot in the 2025 Finals. 
 

[TOKYO, JPN] April 11, 2025 – Today, Team Canada got its campaign to qualify for the 2025 Billie Jean 
King Cup Finals off to a brilliant start with a convincing 3-0 victory over Romania at Ariake Coliseum in 
Tokyo, Japan. Ranked no.2 in the world, the squad led by captain Heidi El Tabakh is powered by 
Rebecca Marino (Vancouver, BC), Marina Stakusic (Mississauga, ON), Victoria Mboko (Toronto, ON), 
Kayla Cross (London, ON) and Ariana Arseneault (Richmond Hill, ON). With the win, Canada temporarily 
takes command of Group A. 
 
No. 159 Victoria Mboko, who’s only 18 years old, got the tennis balls rolling for Canada in her very first 
Billie Jean King Cup showdown. In just 66 minutes, she dismantled No.211 Miriam Bianca Bulgaru in two 
sets (6-1, 6-4). With her first win in her first appearance in the prestigious team competition, the Canadian 
seals an unprecedented 29-2 record this season.  
 
“When I was first called up to play for the Billie Jean King Cup team in Japan, I was very excited. I’d 
previously played in the junior Billie Jean King Cup for Canada, so to be here in the actual Billie Jean 
King Cup feels amazing. And to get my first win is even better, in front of the Canadian fans. There are so 
many of them that came to watch me today. They make it feel like home for me, and I’m just really happy 
and grateful,” said Victoria Mboko.  
 
In the next match, No.128 Marina Stakusic battled No.88 Anca Todoni, the highest ranked player in the 
tie. The 20-year-old Canadian kept her cool against a tough opponent, saving 5 of 6 break points and 
securing 4 of 8 break points to win 6-4, 6-3. She brings her Billie Jean King Cup record to 4-1.   
 
“I feel very relieved to get through this match. [Anca Todoni] was an extremely tough opponent. I think we 
played a really high-quality match, especially in the first set. So, I’m just very relieved to get the win in this 
one,” said Stakusic.  
 
For the doubles contest, captain Heidi El Tabakh sent Rebecca Marino and Kayla Cross into the fray. The 
pair capped off a perfect day for Canada with 6-2, 6-4 win over Georgia Andreea Craciun and Mara Gae. 
 
“I’m very pleased with the way things went today. For us, it was the best possible outcome. Vicky, it was 
her first time playing and she got the win. Marina went out and won an incredibly tough match, giving us 
the lead 2-0 which is obviously very nice. Kayla and Rebecca really played a solid doubles match from 
start to finish against a tough Romanian team. I couldn’t be prouder of all the girls today, really. But the 
job’s not done, so we got to recover, prepare and come back out on Sunday ready to go,” said El Tabakh. 
 
Waiting in the wings for Team Canada is the host nation of Japan, which plays its final tie on Sunday. In 
Canada, fans can tune in live on CBC Sports on Saturday night at 10 p.m. (Eastern time) or on 
TVA Sports on Sunday morning at 7 a.m. (Eastern time). 
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About the Billie Jean King Cup by Gainbridge™  

The Billie Jean King Cup by Gainbridge is the women’s World Cup of Tennis. Previously known as the 

Fed Cup, it is the largest annual international team competition in women’s sport, with a record 146 

nations entered in 2025. Champions Italy took home $2.4m for their triumph at the 2024 Finals in Malaga. 

Global partners of the event include Gainbridge®, e.l.f. Beauty and Microsoft. 

About Tennis Canada  

About Tennis Canada Founded in 1890, Tennis Canada is a non-profit, national sport association with a 
mission to lead the growth, development and promotion of tennis in Canada and a vision to be a world-
leading tennis nation. We value teamwork, passion, integrity, innovation and excellence. Tennis Canada 
owns and operates the premier National Bank Open presented by Rogers WTA and ATP Tour events, it 
financially supports 15 other professional tournaments in Canada, as well as operating more than 60 
events nationally across junior, wheelchair, university and Masters tennis categories. Tennis Canada is a 
proud member of the International Tennis Federation, the Canadian Olympic Committee and the 
Canadian Paralympic Committee, and serves to administer, sponsor and select the teams for Davis Cup, 
Billie Jean King Cup, the Olympic and Paralympic Games and all wheelchair, junior and masters tennis 
national teams. Tennis Canada invests its surplus into tennis development. For more information on 
Tennis Canada please visit our website at www.tenniscanada.com and follow us on LinkedIn, X, 
Facebook and Instagram. 
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