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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CHAMPIONS CROWNED AT 2025 CANADIAN UNIVERSITY TENNIS

CHAMPIONSHIPS IN LAVAL
Université Laval End Alberta’s U SPORTS Women’s Tennis Championships Reign

[TORONTO, ON] August 5, 2025 — After five seasons as national champions, University of Alberta’s
reign at the U SPORTS Women’s Tennis Championships came to an end at the hands of Université
Laval. On the men’s side, Western University were crowned men’s tennis national champions for the first
time in eight years, beating University of British Columbia 4-1 on Sunday.

In the women’s division, Université Laval cruised through their semi-final against Dalhousie University,
winning all nine matches while only dropping a total of six games. University of Alberta beat University of
Toronto 5-2 in their tie to set up a rematch of the 2024 final.

The Pandas secured the doubles point but the Rouge et Or got the edge in singles play over the next five
matches, winning three of the first five. Both sides then had to wait for the end of the sixth match between
Alberta’s Sonia Skobkareva and Laval's Maya Thabet. Skobkareva was one set away from extending the
Pandas’ title streak to six after taking the opener in a tiebreak. However, Thabet rallied and won the
match 6-7(1), 6-2, 6-4 to secure the title.

Alberta’s Emma Rutherford won Most Valuable Player, going undefeated across her four matches. Laval
had two players win awards — Minnie Kim was named Rookie of the Year and Erica Di Battista took the
Fair-Play Award — and their coaching staff won Coach of the Year honours.

University of Toronto came away with bronze, defeating Dalhousie 7-0.
All-Star Team

Emma Rutherford (University of Alberta)
Alexandra Jewitt (University of Alberta)
Marie-Laurence Denis (Université Laval)

Maya Thabet (Université Laval)

Anastasiya Dyadchenko (University of Toronto)
Anna Nicolela (Dalhousie University)

Western Defeat Defending Champions UBC to Earn Second Title

The Mustangs won a majority of their doubles matches and didn’t drop a set in singles play to sweep their
semifinal tie against Dalhousie. The Thunderbirds defeated Université du Québec a Trois-Riviéres 5-2 to
advance to their third national final in four years.

Western once again earned the doubles point then, in singles, the London, Ont. side dropped just one of
four matches against UBC as Koby Lai clinched the title for the Mustangs with a three-set victory.
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Western’s Liam Drover-Mattinen earned both Most Valuable Player and Rookie of the Year honours,
winning all four matches across singles and doubles play. The Mustangs coaching staff won Coach of the
Year while Dalhousie’s Payton Nicol took home the Fair-Play Award.

Université du Québec a Trois-Riviéres secured bronze, their first-ever medal at the national
championships, with a 6-1 win over Dalhousie University.

All-Star Team

Liam Drover-Mattinen (Western)
Koby Lai (Western)

Daniel Kim (UBC)

Graeme Mclintosh (UBC)

Hamza Elthouki (Dalhousie)
Jonathan Bédard (Trois-Riviéres)

About Tennis Canada

Founded in 1890, Tennis Canada is a non-profit, national sport association with a mission to lead the
growth, development and promotion of tennis in Canada and a vision to be a world-leading tennis nation.
We value teamwork, passion, integrity, innovation and excellence. Tennis Canada owns and operates the
premier National Bank Open presented by Rogers WTA and ATP Tour events, it financially supports 15
other professional tournaments in Canada, as well as operating more than 60 events nationally across
junior, wheelchair, university and Masters tennis categories. Tennis Canada is a proud member of the
International Tennis Federation, the Canadian Olympic Committee and the Canadian Paralympic
Committee, and serves to administer, sponsor and select the teams for Davis Cup, Billie Jean King Cup,
the Olympic and Paralympic Games and all wheelchair, junior and masters tennis national teams. Tennis
Canada invests its surplus into tennis development. For more information on Tennis Canada please visit
our website at: www.tenniscanada.com and follow us on LinkedIn, X, Facebook and Instagram.
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