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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ANASTASIA TIKHONOVA CROWNED CHAMPION AT THE
SAGUENAY NATIONAL BANK OPEN CHALLENGER

Canadians Ariana Arseneault (ON) and Raphaélle Lacasse (QC) claim the doubles title.

[MONTREAL, QC] October 26, 2025 — On Sunday, Anastasia Tikhonova won her first singles title of the
season at the 19th edition of the Saguenay National Bank Challenger. In the final, the 24-year-old
overpowered Viktoria Hruncakova of Slovakia 6-3, 6-2 to secure her sixth professional title and the
second-most prestigious of her career (ITF W100 in Dubai).

In doubles, Canada’s Ariana Arseneault (Ontario) and Raphaélle Lacasse (Québec), the fourth seeds,
defeated the first seeds Jasmijn Gimbrere (Netherlands) and Anna Rogers (USA) in the final (5-7, 6-3, 10-
5).

“It's always special to win a title here in Canada, especially in front of such welcoming fans,” said
Arseneault. It was our first time playing together on tour, and we really found great chemistry and fought
hard in every match.”

“We're really proud of what we accomplished this week,” added Lacasse. “We had so much fun and
supported each other in every match. Winning here in Canada for the second week in a row makes it
even more special for me.”

A former junior Australian Open semifinalist, Tikhonova rediscovered the form that carried her to a career-
high ranking of No.151 in early 2024. Now ranked No0.327, she didn’t lose a set in Saguenay, conceding
no more than three games per match going into the final and only five in the last showdown.

Her opponent, 27-year-old Hruncakova, had a more challenging road to the final. She went the distance
in two of her matches including her win over Canadian Avery Alexander in the first round. Despite
competing in five finals in 2025—Saguenay being the most prestigious—the current No.226 and former
world No.43 (2019) was still in search of her first title this season.

In doubles, Arseneault and Lacasse joined forced for the first time on the pro tour. On their way to the
title, they dropped only one set and ousted the second seeded team of Jessica Failla (USA) and Jenny
Duerst (Switzerland) in two sets in the semis (7-6(4), 7-5).

Arseneault, who already won a doubles title earlier this season (ITF W35), reached a career-high ranking
of No.111 this summer. Lacasse, who arrived in Saguenay fresh off a win in Québec (ITF W35) with
fellow Canadian Alexandra Vagramov, secured her second doubles title of 2025 after winning the

ITF W15 in Montréal. Before today, she’d got as far as two finals and a semi in her three previous
doubles draws.
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Both players will be looking to carry their momentum forward into next week as they team up again at the
ITF W75 Tevlin Challenger in Toronto.

About Tennis Canada

Founded in 1890, Tennis Canada is a non-profit, national sport association with a mission to lead the
growth, development and promotion of tennis in Canada and a vision to be a world-leading tennis nation.
We value teamwork, passion, integrity, innovation and excellence. Tennis Canada owns and operates the
premier National Bank Open presented by Rogers WTA and ATP Tour events, it financially supports 15
other professional tournaments in Canada, as well as operating more than 60 events nationally across
junior, wheelchair, university and Masters tennis categories. Tennis Canada is a proud member of the
International Tennis Federation, the Canadian Olympic Committee and the Canadian Paralympic
Committee, and serves to administer, sponsor and select the teams for Davis Cup, Billie Jean King Cup,
the Olympic and Paralympic Games and all wheelchair, junior and masters tennis national teams. Tennis
Canada invests its surplus into tennis development. For more information on Tennis Canada please visit
our website at www.tenniscanada.com and follow us on LinkedIn, X, Facebook and Instagram.
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