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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

TEAM CANADA TIED 1-1 WITH BRAZIL AFTER DAY ONE OF DAVIS 
CUP QUALIFIERS TIE IN VANCOUVER 

Saturday’s doubles match is scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. PT, with the singles matches to 
follow 

 
[VANCOUVER, BC] February 6, 2026 – Team Canada is eyeing a return to the Davis Cup Final 8 and 
their quest remains within reach after they sit tied 1-1 against Brazil after the first day of the Davis Cup 
Qualifiers 1st Round tie which took place at the Doug Mitchell Thunderbird Sports Centre at the University 
of British Columbia (UBC) in Vancouver on Friday. Liam Draxl (Newmarket, ON) won the opening rubber, 
while Gabriel Diallo (Montreal, QC) dropped his singles match, leaving Canada level with their opponents 
in the best-of-five competition. 

“There are three matches to go, we’ve got to win two of them, so that’s the goal right now,” said Team 
Canada Captain Frank Dancevic. “Just focus match by match. We’re 1-1 going in, so we’re not in a 
terrible position right now, we’ve even. We’re going into tomorrow, we know how the guys play. We’ve 
seen two matches today, of their No. 1 and 2, and we’re pretty sure they’re going to play these guys, 
maybe a little change, in the singles. We regroup tonight as a team. We’ve been through many of these 
moments in the past, where we’ve lost tough matches, we come back, and we’ve won ties. It’s part of it, 
it’s part of Davis Cup.” 

In the opening match, No. 146 Draxl defeated Brazil’s Joao Lucas Reis da Silva in straight sets, 6-3, 6-3 
in one hour and 15 minutes. The Canadian took advantage of an early break to win the first set, and the 
momentum remained on the Canadian’s side of the court as Draxl took an imposing 4-0 lead in the 
second set. Reis da Silva earned a break back, but Draxl closed out the match, breaking his opponent 
once again to give Canada a 1-0 lead in the tie. The 24-year-old is 2-0 in Davis Cup singles matches and 
4-0 overall.  

“You definitely want to put Canada up 1-0 to start, that’s the optimal start, and just trying to do the best I 
can for Canada,” Draxl said in his post-match press conference. “It meant the world to me to start (well) 
and play a good performance.” 

In the tightly contested second match, No. 39 Diallo put up a strong fight against No.253 Gustavo Heide, 
but it was the Brazilian who came out on top, 7-6 (4), 3-6, 7-6 (3). After dropping the first set in a tiebreak, 
the Canadian bounced back in the second set, with an early break proving the difference. In the third, 
both players held their nerve on serve, leading to another tiebreak. Again, it was Heide who pulled away 
in the tiebreak, completing one of the best wins of his career to date. 

“There are things I did well, there are things that he did really well,” said Diallo after the match. “I think it’s 
just a few details here and there in the important moments. I just couldn’t find the aggressiveness 
required to play behind those points, but tomorrow it’s going to be a great opportunity to bounce back and 
try to, for my part, provide a better performance.” 

The win helped Brazil pull even in the tie, making Saturday’s doubles match a critical one for both teams.   
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MATCH SCHEDULE 

On Saturday, February 7, the doubles match will start at 1 p.m. PT (4 p.m. ET). It will be followed by the 
remaining two matches, if necessary. 

The tie is being broadcast in French on TVA Sports and streamed in English on the CBC Sports YouTube 
channel. 

Saturday, February 7  

• Liam Draxl and Cleeve Harper vs. Orlando Luz and Rafael Matos – 1 p.m. PT (4 p.m. ET) 
• Followed by Gabriel Diallo vs. Joao Lucas Reis da Silva 
• Followed by Liam Draxl vs. Gustavo Heide (if necessary) 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Tennis Canada extends its sincere thanks to the City of Vancouver and its many partners for their support 
in hosting this Davis Cup Qualifiers tie. Their continued commitment enables the Federation to deliver a 
world-class sporting event that lives up to the expectations of Canadians attending the event.   

About Tennis Canada 
Founded in 1890, Tennis Canada is a non-profit, national sport association with a mission to lead the 
growth, development and promotion of tennis in Canada and a vision to be a world-leading tennis nation. 
We value teamwork, passion, integrity, innovation and excellence. Tennis Canada owns and operates the 
premier National Bank Open presented by Rogers WTA and ATP Tour events, four professional ATP and 
ITF sanctioned events and financially supports four other professional tournaments in Canada. Tennis 
Canada operates junior national training centres/programs in Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. Tennis 
Canada is a proud member of the International Tennis Federation, the Canadian Olympic Committee and 
the Canadian Paralympic Committee, and serves to administer, sponsor and select the teams for Davis 
Cup, Billie Jean King Cup, the Olympic and Paralympic Games and all wheelchair, junior and senior national 
teams. Tennis Canada invests its surplus into tennis development. For more information on Tennis Canada 
please visit our website at: www.tenniscanada.com and follow us on LinkedIn, X, Facebook and Instagram. 
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