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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VENUS WILLIAMS AWARDED SINGLES WILD CARD FOR NATIONAL
BANK OPEN IN TORONTO

Seven-time Grand Slam singles champion to make 13th appearance in Canada,
having reached 2014 final

[TORONTO, ON] July 2, 2026 — Tennis Canada today announced seven-time Grand Slam singles
champion and four-time Olympic gold medallist Venus Williams has been awarded a wild card into the
main draw of the National Bank Open presented by Rogers (NBO). Williams will be making her 13th
appearance in Canada, with her best result coming in 2014 when she defeated her sister Serena Williams
to reach the final.

“I'm so thrilled to be back playing in Toronto. It’s a city and a tournament that have always meant so much
to me,” said Venus Williams. “The National Bank Open has been part of my journey since | received one
of my first wild cards here at just 15 years old. It's wonderful to return to a place with so many special
memories, and | can’t wait to compete again in front of Toronto’s amazing tennis fans.”

“We are thrilled to welcome the legendary Venus Williams back to the National Bank Open,” said Karl
Hale, Tournament Director — Toronto. “Her determination and remarkable longevity continue to inspire
fans around the world, and we — along with the rest of the tennis community — are delighted to see her
competing at the biggest tournaments and to have her back in Toronto once again. This year’s
tournament is shaping up to be another historic edition, kicking off with the addition of one of the sport’s
all-time greats to the player field, and we look forward to bringing fans from Canada and around the world
together, while continuing to grow the game across our country.”

This is the first wild card announced for this year’s tournament, with seven still to come, including one
reserved for the winner of the Road to the NBO competition. The entry list for the WTA event in Toronto
will be revealed on Wednesday, July 8, with remaining wild cards announced closer to the tournament.

The NBO is set to take place from August 1-13 at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto. Fans can purchase tickets
to the event in Toronto at this link.

MEDIA NOTES

¢ Williams will make her 13th appearance at the National Bank Open, where she reached the final
in 2014.

e Her opening-round opponent will be determined at the draw on Friday July 31.

e This week, she’s competing in doubles at Wimbledon alongside sister Serena Williams, with their
opening match scheduled for tomorrow.

¢ Insingles, Williams is a seven-time Grand Slam champion and nine-time WTA 1000 title winner.

e The 46-year-old is a former World No. 1 in both singles and doubles.

e Alongtime advocate for equal prize money in tennis, Williams has helped pave the way for
greater equity across the sport. The NBO will offer equal prize money starting in 2027.

About the National Bank Open presented by Rogers

The National Bank Open presented by Rogers is a world-class tournament owned and operated by
Tennis Canada. In 2026, the event enters a new era with an expanded 12-day format that features a 96-
player main draw. As a WTA 1000 and ATP Tour Masters 1000 tournament, it will showcase the world’s


https://www.tenniscanada.com/cheer-canada/canadians-action#road-to-the-nbo
https://nationalbankopen.com/toronto/toronto-tickets-packages
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top tennis players in Montreal and Toronto from August 1 to August 13. The women’s event, celebrating
more than 130 years of history, will take place at Sobeys Stadium in Toronto. The men’s event,
celebrating more than 140 years of tradition, will be held at IGA Stadium in Montreal. The National Bank
Open presented by Rogers is the third-oldest title in tennis, behind only Wimbledon and the US Open. For
more information and tickets, visit www.nationalbankopen.com.
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