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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

TENNIS CANADA CELEBRATES MILESTONE IN SURPASSING THE 
HALFWAY POINT TOWARDS ITS GOAL OF RENOVATING 100 

OUTDOOR TENNIS COURTS BY 2030 
Two National Bank Play Your Court Program Projects Scheduled to Open in 2027 

 
[TORONTO, ON] November 5, 2026 — The National Bank Play Your Court Program has surpassed the 
halfway point towards its goal of renovating 100 outdoor tennis courts by 2030, Tennis Canada proudly 
announced on Wednesday. 
 
"We are thrilled to share that the National Bank Play Your Court Program has surpassed the halfway 
point towards the goal to revitalize 100 outdoor courts by 2030," said Gavin Ziv, Chief Executive Officer of 
Tennis Canada. "Tennis in Canada has shown incredible growth with six million Canadians having picked 
up a racquet in 2025, seeing an increase of 20% since 2023. Initiatives like the National Bank Play Your 
Court Program are essential in sustaining the growth of our sport and we are so grateful for National 
Bank's continued commitment to this program. The growth of this program stems from municipal partners 
who value providing accessible infrastructure to their communities, while also maintaining a welcoming, 
safe environment for Canadians of all ages, abilities and skill levels to enjoy the game of tennis. As we 
celebrate this milestone, we also look forward to building on the program’s momentum as we work 
towards our goal and revitalize outdoor tennis facilities across the country that are more accessible for all 
Canadians.” 
 
Following this year's completed projects, the program has revitalized 58 courts so far. The five most 
recently funded projects that helped the National Bank Play Your Court Program past the halfway point of 
its goal includes six revitalized courts at the Grand Falls-Windsor Tennis Courts in Grand Falls-Windsor, 
Newfoundland and Labrador, two revitalized courts at Folkstone Park and two revitalized courts 
Palmerston Park in Whitby, Ontario, four revitalized courts at Settler’s Green in Mississauga, Ontario, 
three revitalized courts at Malvern Park in Toronto, Ontario, and three revitalized courts at the Rebecca 
Marino Courts at Robson Park in Vancouver, British Columbia. Other previous projects include eight 
revitalized courts at the Complexe sportif Forage FTE in Sherbrooke, Québec and three revitalized courts 
at Frank-Gougeon Park in Drummondville, Québec. 
 
The grand opening of the Rebecca Marino Courts at Robson Park was a meaningful event for the 
program, as Vancouverite Rebecca Marino’s legacy was cemented in her hometown with the introduction 
of revitalized courts in her name. 
 
“Seeing more than 58 courts revitalized across Canada shows the incredible impact that can be made 
when communities and partners work together. At National Bank, we are proud to support the Play Your 
Court program, helping more people enjoy tennis close to home. Each renovated court creates new 
opportunities to stay active, learn new skills, and come together. We are honoured to support this 
initiative alongside Tennis Canada.” — Olivier Thibault, Director, Partnership and Sponsorship, Brand 
Activation, National Bank 
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Tennis Canada is also thrilled to confirm the projects that are scheduled to open in 2027 which includes 
four courts at Hillcrest School and two courts at Ridgemont School in Ottawa, Ontario in collaboration with 
A Love of Tennis, and five courts at Beban Park in Nanaimo, British Columbia. Each project will receive 
up to $100,000 from National Bank and Tennis Canada to revitalize their existing facilities, working 
towards the program's mission in matching the growing demand for tennis by providing refurbished, 
accessible facilities for all Canadians. 
 
QUOTES FROM PROJECTS THAT OPENED IN 2026 
“The renewed tennis courts at Malvern Park are a wonderful addition to Scarborough, giving residents of 
all ages a quality place to play close to home. With support from the National Bank Play Your Court 
Program, all three courts now have new playing surfaces and are open daily for free drop-in use. We’re 
grateful to Tennis Canada and National Bank for their partnership in making tennis more accessible 
across Toronto.” — Olivia Chow, Mayor of Toronto 
 
“Thanks to Tennis Canada and National Bank's partnership, we have been able to enhance a valued 
public recreation space that will serve players of all ages and abilities for years to come,” said Tiina Mack, 
Director of Planning and Park Development, Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation. “We're proud to 
honour Rebecca Marino's accomplishments while creating opportunities for the next generation of players 
to discover and enjoy the sport of tennis.” 
 
“The opening of Settler’s Green Tennis Courts this past summer was a welcome addition to our 
community, creating a beautiful space where residents can come together and stay active. Our 
partnership with Tennis Canada helped make this project possible, which in turn contributes to the high 
quality of life Mississauga residents know and love.” — Raj Sheth, Commissioner, Community Services, 
City of Mississauga 
 
“It’s been wonderful to see Whitby residents enjoying the upgrades to tennis courts at Folkstone Park and 
Palmerston Park, which were made possible by the Play Your Court program. Thanks to the generous 
support of Tennis Canada and National Bank, we’ve been able to give these well-loved community 
spaces new life while reducing costs for local taxpayers. We’re grateful for this partnership and proud to 
be part of a national initiative that is making tennis more accessible and encouraging healthy, active 
living.” — Elizabeth Roy, Mayor, Town of Whitby 
 
“Thanks to the generous support of Tennis Canada and National Bank through the Play Your Court 
Program, we’ve been able to revitalize all six of our tennis courts and enhance recreational opportunities 
in Grand Falls-Windsor. This investment will benefit residents of all ages and skill levels, encouraging 
active living, community connection, and participation in tennis for years to come. We’re proud to be part 
of this national initiative and grateful for the partnership that made it possible.” — Mayor Mike Browne, 
Town of Grand Falls-Windsor 
 
QUOTES FROM PROJECTS THAT ARE SCHEDULED TO OPEN IN 2027 
“Resurfaced courts are more than a place to play. They are places where dreams begin, confidence 
grows, friendships are formed, and communities come together. Every line painted represents new 
possibilities, every rally builds resilience, and every child and adult who steps onto the court deserves the 
opportunity to belong, thrive, and believe in their potential both on and off the court. At A Love of Tennis, 
we've seen how a tennis court can become a gathering place where lifelong friendships are formed, 

https://tenniscanadamediacentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Press-Release-2025-Participation-study-Tennis-in-Canada.pdf
https://tenniscanadamediacentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Press-Release-2025-Participation-study-Tennis-in-Canada.pdf
https://tenniscanadamediacentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Press-Release-2025-Participation-study-Tennis-in-Canada.pdf


 

 
 

STADE IGA 
285, rue Gary-Carter 
Montréal QC  H2R 2W1 

T.  514.273.1234 
 

SOBEYS STADIUM 
1 Shoreham Dr, Suite 100 
Toronto ON  M3N 3A6 

T.  416.665.9777 

families create memories, and individuals of all ages discover confidence, connection, and joy through 
sport. This investment is about more than revitalizing courts. It's about creating welcoming spaces where 
everyone has the opportunity to be active, connected, and inspired. Together, we're helping build 
healthier communities and creating places where big dreams can take shape for generations to come,” 
said Danielle Smith, Founder of A Love of Tennis 
 
“We’re thrilled to see the tennis courts at Beban Park getting this important upgrade. These courts are a 
popular community amenity, and having quality, accessible places to play is an important part of keeping 
our community active and connected. We’re grateful to Tennis Canada and National Bank for their 
partnership." — Leonard Krog, Mayor of the City of Nanaimo 
 
About Tennis Canada 

Founded in 1890, Tennis Canada is a non-profit, national sport association with a mission to lead the 
growth, development and promotion of tennis in Canada and a vision to be a world-leading tennis nation. 
We value teamwork, passion, integrity, innovation and excellence. Tennis Canada owns and operates the 
premier National Bank Open presented by Rogers WTA and ATP Tour events, it financially supports 15 
other professional tournaments in Canada, as well as operating more than 60 events nationally across 
junior, wheelchair, university and Masters tennis categories. Tennis Canada is a proud member of the 
International Tennis Federation, the Canadian Olympic Committee and the Canadian Paralympic 
Committee, and serves to administer, sponsor and select the teams for Davis Cup, Billie Jean King Cup, 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games and all wheelchair, junior and masters tennis national teams. Tennis 
Canada invests its surplus into tennis development. For more information on Tennis Canada please visit 
our website at: www.tenniscanada.com and follow us on LinkedIn, X, Facebook and Instagram. 
 

-30- 

  

Media Contacts 
Media@tenniscanada.com 

mailto:Media@tenniscanada.com

